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Wellesley's Star Market closed on July 24, but the 
memories of employees and customers will linger for a 
long time. 


Charles Bures admitted he doesn’t normally buy baloney. But this was no 


ordinary lunchmeat — this was sentimental lunchmeat. 


“This was kind of the last opportunity to buy something,’ he said holding the 
pink package of processed meat in Star Market's parking lot the day before 


the store closed. 


Bures has spent years shopping at Star, and in some ways his family grew up 
with the supermarket. His son’s first job was working the checkout line at the 


store and he was once named “best bagger.” 


Star Market shut its doors for the last time on July 24, marking the end of 
more than 50 years of serving the Wellesley community. That’s more than 


half a century of memories, friendships, and well-worn routines. 


"[Star] was conveniently located, high quality and the help was excellent; you 
got to know them like family,” said Dick Campana, a lifelong Wellesley 
resident who primarily shops at the market. “I wish Whole Foods the best of 


luck; they've got a really great location here...but it’s sad.” 


Campana put his hand on the shoulder of a passing employee, addressing him 


by his first name. 


‘Tm sorry to see the old place go,’ he said, as if talking to an old friend. The 


employee said that he was sorry too. 
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That employee, who asked that we not use his name, said he worries that 


with the loss of Star, some shoppers will have nowhere to go. 


“We had a remarkable clientele — it was more of a family store,’ he said, 
clutching the final paycheck of his 20-year tenure at the Star. “There are 


many people who will not find an alternative.” 


Just three weeks ago, the supermarket was brimming with produce and 
canned goods, but by July 23 nearly all the products were gone, leaving a sea 
of metal shelving and empty glass refrigerators. When customers walked into 


the emptiness, an employee greeted them by listing the remaining stock. 


“Hot dogs and yogurt, he boomed, pointing to tiny section of an otherwise 


deserted refrigerator. 


Near the front of the store, a celebratory banner that thanked customers for 
“150 years as your neighborhood grocer,’ had been stuffed in the trash near a 
group of shimmering Mylar birthday and graduation balloons. Nearby, an 
employee had commandeered the store’s motorized scooter and was taking it 


for a joyride in what was once the cereal aisle. 


In some ways, the Wellesley Star Market had become a polarizing place. Once 
considered the big shot in town, the store still had its devotees, but it also had 


detractors who lamented that it had become rundown over the years. 


One customer who had just moved back to Wellesley after years away said the 
store used to be modern but these days it struck her as dilapidated. She, like 


others in town, is excited to see what Whole Foods will do with the space. 


But the future took a back seat for some of those who shopped at Star in its 


final hours. For them, losing Star was like losing a friend. 


“I don't need anything, I came to say goodbye, said Alice Tangerine, holding 
a bag of Yoplait Yogurt. “I wanted to pretend I was buying something. I 


couldn't go in there and just walk around.” 


It was at this Star that Tangerine discovered her love of peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches — apricot, in case you were wondering. When she got lonely 
or simply had the urge to go out she could jump in her car and head for Star. 


And when the snow got deep? She walked. 
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“So many people have gone through [Star] that I knew,” she said of the 
community of shoppers and employees at the store. “Some I just knew by face 


and some I knew because I talked to them.” 


“One of the regrets that I will have now that this store is closing is that I will 
no longer see many of our patrons on what was often a day-to-day basis,’ said 
the employee. “It would be an exaggeration to say that these people were like 
family but some of them were.” Over the last few weeks since Star announced 
it would be closing, he’s spoken to a lot of regulars like Campana. There's not 


much to say, he said, so he sticks to the basics: 


‘TIl miss you and it’s been a pleasure,” he said. “I think that pretty well sums it 


3) 


up. 


What's for dinner tonight? 


Not sure? Come on in and have a look at our collection of over 700 favorite 
Southern recipes. 
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